JOAN    OF    ARC
"Why doesn't the Voice speak to the king now as
well as in your presence?5' If she claimed that God
could only act through her it was presumption on top
of sorcery,
"The Lord can if He will; and I should be very happy
if He did."
Presently he was back on the shape of the Voices,
but this time she only shook her head, smiled, and asked
him in return, "Did you ever hear a saying of children
that 'people are sometimes hanged for telling the truth5?"
Soberly the scribes noted down that response, and soon
Estivet would pick it out to make it the basis of an
awful accusation.
And then out of a clear sky Beaupere asked her casually,
"Do you consider yourself in a state of grace?"
For the first time some of the assessors raised their
voices to protest in the girl's favour. Grace is the super-
natural gift of God; no mortal can tell whether he
possesses it, and even the Church is unable to tell him,
for all the Church can do is to assist him to attain the
state. Beaupere had no right to ask the question: he
would not have dared answer it himself. If Joan said
yes, she committed herself to supreme heresy and pre-
sumption; if she said no she confessed to having forfeited
her Christian birthright, obtained through the sacrament
of baptism, because of mortal sin.
"If I am not/' replied the girl quietly, without hesita-
tion, "may God bring me there; if I am, may He keep
me there. I should be the unhappiest person on earth
if I thought that I were not in His grace."
The assessors who had protested broke into applause,
and years later recalled that the session had ended on
the excitement created by that "most Christian answer."
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